
 
 

 
 

 

APPLIANCE & COMPANY SEARCH DATABASE INSTRUCTIONS 
(Instructions last updated 07/15) 

 

In California, manufacturers of federally and State-regulated appliances are required to certify their 
appliance efficiency data and other information to the California Energy Commission (Energy 
Commission).  

The Appliance Search feature of the Appliance Efficiency Database contains publicly-accessible lists of 
appliances that have been certified to the Energy Commission such as energy performance and 
efficiency data and information regarding product features and design.  

The Company Search of the Appliance Efficiency Database will list all 3rd Party Certifiers and Test 
Laboratories that have been approved by the Energy Commission. The database will provide the public 
with information about approved 3rd Party Certifiers and Test Laboratories such as their contact 
information and test methods available by appliance type for approved Test Laboratories.  

The general instructions below will help manufacturers, retailers and the public navigate both the 
Appliance Search and the Company Search features of the Appliance Efficiency Database. For 
clarification on any information contained in these instructions, please contact the Energy Commission’s 
Appliance Efficiency Program via e-mail at: appliances@energy.ca.gov 

 

The search databases can be accessed at the following link: 

https://cacertappliances.energy.ca.gov/Pages/ApplianceSearch.aspx 

 

UPDATE:  QR Code is currently disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

California Energy Commission                                                                                
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

State of California – Natural Resources Agency                                                                                    Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

 

CEC – Search Database - Page 1 of 21 
 

mailto:appliances@energy.ca.gov
https://cacertappliances.energy.ca.gov/Pages/ApplianceSearch.aspx


 
 

The default homepage for the search databases is shown below: 

 

To navigate between all three search databases hover over the search tab and select the search 
database of your choice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CEC – Search Database - Page 2 of 21 
 



 
 

Appliance Search Database 

A. Quick Search  

The homepage for the quick search database (QSD) is shown below: 

  

With the QSD you are able to search for an appliance type using five (4) different categories:  

1. Model Number 

To search using the model number, type in the full name or a variation of the model number in 
the field box. 

 

2. Appliance Type 

 To search by appliance type, first select from the fourteen (14) categories to select the specific 
appliance type in that category from the dropdown menus. 
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3. Company (Manufacturer) 

 To search by the manufacturer of the appliance, select the manufacturer from the dropdown 
 menu. 

 

4. Brand 

 To search by brand of the appliance, select the brand from the dropdown menu. 
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How to Use the Quick Search Database 

To begin searching for an appliance, you can begin using any of the search tabs and use the 
remaining search tabs to narrow down your search.  

When you have used a search tab, the symbol      will appear in the tab, indicating it has been 
used or that a filter is being applied (an example is shown below). To clear the filters or to start a 
new appliance search click the Clear button.  

 

The following section will cover an example on how to use the Quick Search Database. 

Example: Searching for a 32 inch television by Samsung 

1. You can begin your search by selecting the brand. From the dropdown menu, select Samsung. 

Note the search symbol   is marked in the brand tab indicating it has been used.  

 

2. To narrow your search results further, use the appliance type search tab. Select Electronics from 
the category dropdown menu and then Televisions from the appliance type dropdown menu. 
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2. To narrow your search results even further, use the model number search tab. Type in the full 
name or a variation of the model number such as “32”. 

                    

After narrowing down your search, click the “Select” link next to any of the models in your search 
results to view the appliance efficiency information. 
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To view an example of the model information, we selected model UN32H6300AF as an example, 
shown below. Also, on the same page you have access to a QR code, so that you can view the same 
information on a mobile device. The information available will be different based on the specific 
appliance type. To return to the results page, click the ‘Cancel’ button.  

 

When you return to the results page, note that you can export the results and compare results.  

To export your results (shown below), click the: 

1. “Excel” button to export your results in the format of a Microsoft Excel file (.xlsx), or 
2. “CSV” button to export your results in a Comma Separated Values file (.csv).  CSV files store 

the data in plain text and separate the fields by a comma to be used in any spreadsheet 
program such Microsoft Excel, Google Spreadsheets, Open Office Calc, or other software 
programs that can interpret tabular data. 

When you are done searching or want to begin a new search, click the ‘Clear’ button.  

QR Code 
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In the results page, you can also compare up to 5 different models from your results. Select the 
models you wish to compare by checking the gray box next to each model and click the ‘Compare’ 
button (shown below). 

 

After clicking the ‘Compare’ button, you will be directed the Compare Appliances page (shown 
below). On this page you will be able to view the detailed model information side-by-side of the 
models you selected. To return to the results page click the ‘Cancel’ button.  
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B. Advanced Search 

The Advanced Search Database (ASD) allows you to create a narrower search by selecting unique 
model criteria. First you will arrive to the Quick Search Database as show below: 

 

To access the ASD hover over the search tab and click the “Advanced Search” link. 

 

After click the “Advanced Search” link, you will be redirected to the Advanced Search homepage. 
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Step 1. To begin your search, select the category of the appliance and then the appliance type. 

 

Since the model criteria is unique to the appliance type, additional sections will appear to narrow the 
search to your preference after selecting the appliance type.  
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Step 2. Sections 1 and 2 will appear after selecting the appliance type (step 1). Section 1 lets you 
choose the model criteria or fields that will appear in the results.  The fields that are checked and 
shaded will appear automatically.  Section 2 allows you to filter the model criteria selected in Section 
1. After completing steps 1 and 2, click the “Search” button to view the results as shown below.  

Step 1 

Step 2 

Section 1 

Section 2 
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To modify or to make any changes to your results: 

1. Expand sections 1 and 2 and make any changes (follow Step 2) and click the “Search” button, or  
2. You can start over by clicking the “Clear” button (follow Step 1 and 2). 

To view all the information available for a specific model, click the “Select” link next to the specific 
model (shown below) 

Section 1 

Section 2 
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After clicking the “Select” link, you will be redirected to a page displaying all the appliance information 
available for that specific model (shown below). Also, available to you is a unique QR code (Quick 
Response barcode) containing the appliance information displayed. With a QR scanner you are able to 
view the appliance information on a mobile device. To return to the results, click the “Cancel” button.  

 

 

 

QR Code 
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To export your results (shown below), click the: 

3. “Excel” button to export your results in the format of a Microsoft Excel file (.xlsx), or 
4. “CSV” button to export your results in a Comma Separated Values file (.csv).  CSV files store 

the data in plain text and separate the fields by a comma to be used in any spreadsheet 
program such Microsoft Excel, Google Spreadsheets, Open Office Calc, or other software 
programs that can interpret tabular data. 

 

In the results page, you can also compare up to 5 different models from your results. Select the 
models you wish to compare by checking the gray box next to each model and click the ‘Compare’ 
button located in the bottom left (shown below). 

 

After clicking the ‘Compare’ button, you will be directed the Compare Appliances page (shown below). 
On this page you will be able to view the detailed model information side-by-side of the models you 
selected. To return to the results page click the ‘Cancel’ button. 
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Company Search Database 

The Company Search Database (CSD) is available to the public. First you will arrive to the Quick Search 
Database as show below: 

 

 

To access the CSD hover over the search tab and click the “Company Search” link. 

 

 

The default homepage for the Company Search Database after clicking “Search” from log-in homepage 
is shown below: 
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Step 1. To begin your search, use one or a combination of the following search criteria: 

• Company Name: Enter the company name or a variation of the company name in the field box. 
• Country: Select the country of origin for the company from the dropdown menu. 
• Company Type: Select the company type from the dropdown menu 

o Test Lab 
 Appliance Type: Select the specific appliance type that the test laboratory is testing.   

o 3rd Party Certifier 
• Company Status: Select the current status with Energy Commission for the company from the 

dropdown menu 
o Approved  
o Disabled 

• Approval Start and End Date 

Step 2. When are you done making your selections, click the “Search” button.  

 

 

Step 1 

Step 2 

Available 
to test labs 
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After making your search criteria selections and clicking the “Search” button, the results will appear. To 
view full details of the company, click the “Select” link next to the company (shown below).  

 

After clicking the “Select” link, you will be redirected to the company’s page (shown below). To return to 
the results, click the “Cancel” button.  

Section 1 - Company Information: Provides the company’s name and website. 

Section 2 - Company Type: Displays the company type. A company can have multiple company types, 
i.e. a company can be a Test Lab and a 3rd Party Certifier. 

Section 3 - Address: Provides the company’s address. 

Section 4 – Users: Lists all the users associated with the company  

Section 5 – Approved Appliance Types and Test Methods: If the company is a test lab, the appliances 
types and test methods they use will be listed in this section.  

Results 
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To export your results (shown below), click the: 

1. “Excel” button to export your results in the format of a Microsoft Excel file (.xlsx), or 
2. “CSV” button to export your results in a Comma Separated Values file (.csv).  CSV files store 

the data in plain text and separate the fields by a comma to be used in any spreadsheet 
program such Microsoft Excel, Google Spreadsheets, Open Office Calc, or other software 
programs that can interpret tabular data. 

 

Section 1 

Section 3 

Section 4 

Section 5 

Section 2 
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